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Policy Environment

The NUS Context and the policy domains
a) Recognition and support to custodians: example from Bolivia



30 April 2014: Custodian farmers and
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Bolivia leads the way in recognizing farmers as custodians of biodiversity

28 May 2014

Bolivia recognizes custodian farmers of
agricultural biodiversity as key contributors to the
conservation of biodiversity, food and income
security — now and in the future — to sustain and
nourish the planet.

The Bolivian Government through the Instituto
Nacional de Innovacion Agropecuaria y Forestal -
INIAF (National Institute of Agricultural and
Forestry Innovation), has just announced that
within the framewaork of the Network of
Germplasm Banks of the National System of Genetic Resources, custodian farmers are
important and complementary contributors to ex situ conservation of biodiversity and this is
the first time that such a recognition has been made in the country. Their contribution to in situ
conservation was also highlighted and both ex situ and in situ conservation actions were
stressed as equally important in conserving plant genetic resources, considered as strategic
resources for the food security and food sovereignty of the people.

INIAF marked this formal recognition at a custodian farmer workshop held last 30 April in La
Paz, Bolivia, with the signing and presentation of a Manifesto of Gratitude for Agricultural

Biodiversity Custodian Farmers (link below), who - throughout centuries and under different
physical, social and cultural challenges - have fulfilled their role as guardians of agricultural
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La Paz (Bolivia), 30 April 2014
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Policy Environment

The NUS Context and the policy domains

b) Documentation and monitoring: mainstreaming



Empowering the poor to better
manage their livelihood assets




A custodian farmer from Suriquina (Bolivia) showing a sample of the
planilla de registro (CBR) adopted by her community to document, monitor
and promote the use of NUS and other indigenous crops.
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INTERNATIONAL TREATY ON PLANT GENETIC RESOURCES FOR FOOD
AND AGRICULTURE

FIRST MEETING OF THE EXPERT CONSULTATION ON THE GLOBAL
INFORMATION SYSTEM ON PLANT GENETIC RESOURCES FOR FOOD
AND AGRICULTURE

San Diego, USA, 7-8 January 2015

Compilation of Submissions Received from Contracting Parties,
Non-Contrating Parties and International Relevant Organizations

Input Paper from Bioversity International, CIAT, CIP and GBIF:
Global Information System for In situ Conservation and On-farm
Management of PGRFA




Policy Environment

The NUS Context and the policy domains

c) Food security & NUS: India championing through change in PDS



National Food Security Act, 2013

From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia

The National Food Security Act, 2013 (also Right to Food Act) is an Act of the Parliament of India which aims to provide subsidized food grains to approximately two
thirds of India's 1.2 billion people_“] It was signed into law on September 12, 2013, refroactive to July 5, 2013 19E!

The National Food Security Act, 2013 (NFSA 2013) converts into legal entitlements for existing food security programmes of the Government of India. It includes the
Midday Meal Scheme, Integrated Child Development Services scheme and the Public Distribution System. Further, the NFSA 2013 recognizes maternity entitlements.
The Midday Meal Scheme and the Integrated Child Development Services Scheme are universal in nature whereas the PDS will reach about two-thirds of the population
(75% in rural areas and 50% in urban areas).

Under the provisions of the bill, beneficiaries of the Public Distribution System (or, PDS) are entitled to 5 kilograms per person per month of cereals at the following
prices:

e Riceat T3 (4.7¢ US) per kg
» Wheat at ¥2 (3.1¢ US) perkg
« Coarse grains (millet) at 1 (1.6¢ US) per kg.

Pregnant women, lactating mothers, and certain categories of children are eligible for daily free meals.

The bill has been highly controversial. It was introduced into India's parliament on December 22, 2011, promulgated as a presidential ordinance on July 5, 2013, and enact
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The NUS Context and the policy domains

d) Networking among custodians: upscale
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20 November 2012, village of Singarpur, Madya Pradesh. “Seed Fair for
promotion and popularization of small millets” Almost 40 types of seeds were
put on exhibition. 70 participants, thirty dishes exclusively prepared from
minor millets. More than 300 farmers attended, mostly women.



Policy Environment

The NUS Context and the policy domains

e) Global on farm network: FAO/Bioversity- advocacy from India?



Why we need a global

A ‘global’ network would
complement existing networks
dealing solely with ex situ
conservation;

It would give voice to silent
stakeholders whose role is highly
strategic to our food security;

It would help synergies among
actors at national and int. level;

It would facilitate exchange of
knowledge on resilient crops;

It would help addressing needs
with policy makers / int.
Agreements
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The NUS Context and the policy domains

f) Red Listing for cultivated species: opportunities?



IJUCN Congress, Jeju (Korea), Sept 2012
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The NUS Context and the policy domains

g) Exsitu-In situ linkages: positive signals- opportunities for India?



Estand de Recursos Genéticos en la Estacion Experimental Toralapa
Los productores visitantes manejan y conservan Recursos Genéticos in situ, los mismos
visualizaron los Recursos Genéticos de Granos Altoandinos, Cereales-Leguminosas, Forestales,

Tubérculos y Raices y Cultivo In vitro administrados por el INIAF en la Estacion Experimental
Toralapa.
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Policy Environment

The NUS Context and the policy domains

h) Role of women and supportive policies.






SHOWCASING WORK OF IFAD NUS AT EXPO
17 SEPT 2015

EVENT PROGRAMME (11)

ORGANIZATION: Italian Ministry for Foreign Affairs and International Cooperation

EVENT COORDINATORS: Bioversity International: Stefano Padulosi (s.padulosi@cgiar.org) for the scientific part; Erica
Roggio (e.roggio@cgiar.org) and Samantha Collins (s.collins@cgiar.org) for communications.

CONTACT FOR LOGISTICS: Erica Roggio

MUMBER OF EVENTS: 1

Title Morning: Roundtable on agricultural
biodiversity, value chains and women’s
empowerment.

Afternoon: Biodiversity and women’s stories
from India, Mali and Bolivia.




Les espécss nigli sous-utiisées (heglocted and undenstized species-NUS], egatement conmoes
o da oul ou cultures » orphsines », peuvent contribuer & réscudre certaine:
mondiaies " té e §'adaptation au changement elimatique

B Les communa ! les environnements marginaux, culiveat, collectent. corsomment ot
commerciaisent une grainde variéts e NUS, dort cartains » alimos $ das forsts «, qur contribuant
consicidrablement & leurs Moyons do subsistance

® Les NUS pausent sicsr jes agrcuiteurs & 9 es économiques e envitonnementaux of affient

. ! climatique

® La diversité génetique & 9ein des espaces négizass et sous-ullisses ans! quit ks connalssanzes indigénes
i sujet deloor fon sont ¢ urté ire et des systémes agricoles durables
La rechierche ot o Gdveioppament pe & améiorer s chiaines de valewr et promouvalr @
consommation de AUS
De nombreusas NUS soat hautement nutriives, Lorsque ces espécss sant inségrdes dans un régime
alimentaire yard, siles contribusnt 5 lutte contre & malnutriton, | faim cachés, te surpaids et fobésté.

= Une plus grands reconnaissince des NUS et una demande acore de ces demiises peuvent autonomiser Jes
formymes, qui sont souvent les producteurs, b f: s de 1a transformation et les commergants

x Je Ces ressours
rorcsal de matire en place des mesutes
pour que ces espéces SOl0nt Canservdes dans (es banques de oznes ef les fermes,
apacis institutonnelies et humaines dans Jes domaines de la rechecah et du soutien relatifs &
consznyaticn et A [ utiisation des NUS, sont fragmentées, indgaes ef mal finanches

3rd International Conference on
Neglected and Underutilized Species

for a Food-Secure Africa

Accra, Ghana, 25-27 September 2013
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Key messages

Meglected and underutilized species (NUS), 0 known as minor or ‘orphan’ crops, can help
zddress giobal issues such as reducing hunger and poverty, and adapting ta climate change:

® Aural communities, especially in marginal areas, grow, collect, consyme and market a wide
rangs of NUS, Including 'forest foads', which cortribute significantly to their livelihood.
NUS can help farmers manage economic and environmental risks, and present important
options for adapting agriculture to changes in climate.
Genetic diversity in NUS, and indigenous knowledge about their use, are critical for sustainable
food and agricultural systems
Rapid gains may be made from research and development Lo improve value chains and
popularize the consumption of NUS.
Many NUS are highly nutritious. When part of a diverse diet they help combat mainutrition
hidden hunger, overweight and obesity
Greater recognition of, and demand for NUS can empower women, who are often the main
producers, processors and traders of these resources.
The genetic diversity in NUS is in rapid decline, calling for urgent action o conssrve them In
genebariks and on famms.
The human and institutional capacity for research, and for supporting the conservation and use
of NUS, is fragmented, uneven and poorly financed

Mensajes clave

Las especies olvidadas y subutiizadas (neglected and undsrutiized species-NUS, su acronimo en
inglés), también conocidas como cultivos menores o ‘huériancs’, pueden ayudar a enirentar desafios
mundiales como reducir el hambre y la pobreza, y adaptarse al cambio climatico:

nidades rurales, especialmente las que habitan zonas marginales, cultivan, colectan,
cansumen y comercializan una amplia gama de NUS, o ‘alimentos cosechados de los
bosques', qus contribuyen significativamente a sus medics de vida

Las NUS pueden ayudar a los agricultores a manejar riesgos acondmicos y ambientales, y ofrecen
importantes opciones para adaptar la agricultura a los cambios del clima

La diversidac genética de las NUS y el conocimiento tradicional sobre su uso, s0q clave para la
sostenibilidad da los sistemas agricolas y alimentarios

La investigacion y el desarrollo parmiten avanzar rdpidamente pars mejorar las cadenas de valor y
popularizar & consumo de las NUS

Muchas NUS son altamente nutritivas, Cuando forman parte de una cieta diversa, ayudan a
combatir fa dasnutricién, el hambre oculta, el sobrepeso y la abesidad

Un mayor reconocimiento y demanda de NUS puede empoderar a las mujeres, quienes a menudo
son Ias principales: ¥ de estas especies

La diversidad genética de las NUS esta . por lo cual urge conservaria en
bancos de gemoplasma y en fincas

La capacidad humana € Institucional para Investigar y apoyar la conservacion y ef uso de las NUS
es fragmentada, dispareja e insuficientemente financiada




