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The NUS Context and the policy domains 
a) Recognition and support to custodians: example from Bolivia 

b) Documentation and monitoring: mainstreaming   

c) Food security & NUS: India championing through change in PDS 

d) Networking among custodians: upscale  

e) Global on farm network: FAO/Bioversity- advocacy from India?  

f) Red Listing for cultivated species: opportunities? 

g) Ex situ-In situ linkages: positive signals- opportunities for India?   

h) Role of women and supportive policies.      

 

Building an Enabling 

Policy Environment 



30 April 2014: Custodian farmers and  
gene bank curators as equal players   



La Paz (Bolivia), 30 April 2014 

“Custodian farmers of 
agricultural 
biodiversity as key 
contributors to the 
conservation of 
biodiversity, food and 
income security — 
now and in the future 
— to sustain and 
nourish the planet” 
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Empowering the poor to better  
manage their livelihood assets  



A custodian farmer from Suriquina (Bolivia) showing a sample of the 

planilla de registro (CBR) adopted by her community to document, monitor 

and promote the use of NUS and other indigenous crops.  
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20 November 2012, village of Singarpur, Madya Pradesh. “Seed Fair for 

promotion and popularization of small millets” Almost 40 types of seeds were 

put on exhibition. 70 participants, thirty dishes exclusively prepared from 

minor millets. More than 300 farmers attended, mostly women.   
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Why we need a global 

network?  

• A ‘global’ network  would 
complement existing networks 
dealing solely with ex situ 
conservation; 

• It would give voice to silent 
stakeholders whose role is highly 
strategic to our food security; 

• It would help synergies among 
actors at national and int. level; 

• It would facilitate exchange of  
knowledge on resilient crops;  

• It would help addressing needs 
with policy makers  /  int. 
Agreements 
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IUCN Congress, Jeju (Korea), Sept 2012 
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SHOWCASING WORK OF IFAD NUS AT EXPO  
17 SEPT 2015 




